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letter to the Editor: 
I recently had the opportunity to read the January issue of your publication. Being 

somewhat of a skeptic myself, I was inl:rigued by 

my intrigue tmned to dismay af~er ''"'''"'','"' 
Steven Barrett over the years has amassed a 
examples. Some of what tie says is l:rue buil: much of i.t i.s h:alf-tnllth and '"''""''''"'·'-CO~,.,_ 
tati.on. Rather than being objective aii1d rnt1onal he seems mofrvatcd 
fanat1c zeal that infects many 

1u1ke Bae.1eu are not interested m tthe are inU:eres~ed iJ1 ~,-,"~·~··~ 

their own version of the way think 
continues to be a for which sees any aliternail:ive 
ii:herapies :as ait"1 economic threat. 

still are 
aner ~.o be the nmst effecfrve ~Jt"eaibmernt for :low 

l.!be An1eri.can Medical Assodaition was fornrid of 
11.JJ(<Jl'l,•'1\_,~,;) and ~""D~~~·tm 

"'""''"'~'"'"'·"' Court. of '"''""'""'"'"' 
''""'v·v·,,,,·~·~· for years the chrurch for hi.s observaJions. 

OfJ'!;mnzeol medicine h:as held the frhat nu1triiliona1 tfeatmeiilft: has 
no effect on cancer llilldl was A recent ar:i:ide i.n the New Jou.mod 

M.edicine concluded that l"riffilnm E xowers the i..'lcidence of cancer. The 

These are 
few minutes. 

Amer.ican Medical Association ,,,-~·v,,,,M ... VU• 

m1dtiivitamins 

a few exmnples I was able to 
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zealots like BarreH ilo 
focus on the few rou:en in each or on the holes in any alternati¥e 
treatment fa my whik some alteniafrve remedies are others 
are an exaggemition of some valid treatment VlfouMn'~ we be beuer 
off these alternative remedies whether 
may have some 

Barrett should confme his search for to his own vVh:a~ about 
the Thalidomide tragedy, or A.H. Robins' notorimlls or Ulliimeccssary f.'nr<otP•rP•~­

l:omies, and studies that most &.1Jgs don't do 1,vhat the manufacturers' dai1m? How 
about an article in the New that we are 
the war on cancer despite the billions spent? Perhaps quack cancerremedi.es ruren'Hhe 
only ones that are ineffective. 

Remember, fellow skeptics, a tnle scientist is not motivated emotion or 
prejudice. He seeks the truth in a rational, objective, open-minded manner to 
the best of his or her ability. 

Don't leave NCAS Behind! 
· Send the mailing label from this 
issue of the Skeptical Eye, plus 
your new address, to: 

Peted. D.C. 
Burke, Virginia 

Grace Denman, 
8006 Valley Street 
Silver Spring, MD 

20910 

Allow four to six weeks for delivery_ 



Noted Author Tells How to .Predict 
Future-For Real! 

nor a futurist. He is an mt(~m~tllonally n~co:gnized 
commentator, and observer 

..,,,,.,,,.,,..,""an annual edition of The a 
1.,, ........... ..,w .. , on social and consumer trends for the year or two. On 
June 4, he shared his methods and his on the near future 

Area at the 
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decline will be due to its overuse and 

tion of the intrinsic u. .. ,..,.muu 

tice. 
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1989 

Penn & Teller me11tmned 
tional Area :Sk<~Dtlcs 

The James Randi program at the Na­
tional Institutes of Health attracted 
media from all over and hun­
dreds 
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who ten you 
Dixons and so forth." Since 

assumed I was 
It's I'm a wireless mike. There are other assump­
tions you can make that can cost you your money or your life." 

Randi then for about an hour on his recent efforts to 
stalk and expose faith healers. "It was one of the most debilitat-

life-I had to follow who 

Jenkins. He told of the 
ll'rrnrnH>n many of whom 

:suo;:;1,,rn,Jluco in mentalism. 

"""w.",'"""' memorizes filled in 
as arrive at his sessions and handed to his 

wife. In many cases, she will ask feeble but able-bodied atten-
dees to sit in wheelchairs then whisk them 
to the front of the audience. memorized the information 
on the prayer Grant then "heals" these while 

"""""""'"'"' the audience with his of their back-

session 
oerson.a! information about att(md•~s. 
nounce them healed. Randi renieatcrl 
time with radio communications from 
wife to a aid in the minister's ear, him all the 
information he claimed was from God. 

million a month with this tecnmouc~-tax 
Randi state of California to nro1secute 
healer evidence of the vic11f'.oltanie. 
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filed for banlcrmJtcv 
v!J!'>UULt>." Randi told the 
me.2a11er1z. he's a woman, 

os,1cn1c surgery he had done on the 
sec~mingl:v "''-'I''""' out hunks material 

from a volunteer's abdomen. He told the crowd that late 
would still be alive had 

surgery for three years to seek out the 
services of the charlatans the 

Randi's tricks were the fun show. He bent a spoon 
between the hands of a young in the 

audience till it into two He made a watch run 
backward in a woman's hand without wu•vuu1i;:. n-u11cn 

how wound the crown 

~·~·-· .. ·- it in the 
"Uri Geller did this at Stanford Research Ins1titu1te." where 

narans,vc~tolo1ID.sts Harold Putoff and Russell "certified" 
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Geller' s psychic abilities in the '70s" "I just showed you how it 
could be done so you can learn just how easily you can be 
fooled"" 

Randi had stem criticism for media complicity in accepting 
and disseminating the claims of the paranormalists, and for 
failing to investigate them" He told of a study that found that 

four of 364 predictions made in theN ational Enquirer over 
a five-year period had proven tme-and an of them were 
mundane generalizations" He related how the New York Daily 
News deleted from a story the fact that a supposed prediction of 
the tragic crash between two wide-bodied jets at the airport at 
Tenerife in the Canary Islands was actually a hoax done by a 
magician to hype his show" 

He said that a conversation with the camera and sound crew 
of the former network show That's Incredible revealed that they 
had to work for two hours to get a good tape of an alleged 
psychokinetic who kept breathing into his microphone while 
blowing on the pencil he was supposedly moving paranor­
mal means" His most damning story, however, was how he got 
ithousands of Australians :and their press to believe that a 
neighbor of his was a channeler through inspired chicanery­
and even received an offer for $20,000 dollars for a lump of 

that he claimed was a crystal from Atlantis" 
The Washington Post, incidentally, sent a reporter to the 

event, who sat next to me in the front. row" Despite Randi's 
allegations, in particular that a recent presidential candidate was 
involved in disturbing say the least) deceptions, the Post 
failed to run a story on his speech"D 

Penn& from 1 
sponding to a query about UFOs" 

Audience members asked about Houdini's investigations of 
psychic phenomena and the kind of claims that Penn described 
as "newage hooey." Departing from the usual stance of profes­
sional magicians, they argued that some methods used by 
psychics should be publicly exposed" (Through the years, Penn 
& Teller have developed a reputation as the "bad boys of 
magic" for their seeming lack of reverence for !:he secrets 
behind tricks.) 

Asked about their roles as skeptics and debunkers, Teller 
emphasized that ihey are not investigators like James Randi, 
but rather they are promoters of skepticism as a positive 
attitude" They are wise-guys who have an opportunity to 
present a "science is cool'' as well as a "no drugs or alcohol" 
message to a large following, particularly among high school 
and college-age persons" 

Penn Jillene and Tellernot only provided their personal time 
for the discussion period, but also arranged for a special 
discount that enabled us to present the event both as a special 
benefit for members and as a f1u1d-raiser. The National Capital 
Area Skeptics thanks Penn & Tener for making possible this 
unique event, as well as for their help in promoting James 
Randi's lecture (see page l)"O 

Kim Long, from p.3 
Michael Dukakis was outpolling George Bush by nearly 20 
points) makes for disappointing reading, butitisconsistentwith 
the trends at the time, when the Bush forces seemed to be rap­
idly running out of steam" Along with sports, political predic­
tions account for the bulk of the errors in Long's selJ-coiilfessed 
20-percent failure rate" 

Long then touched on the gullibility of press and its tendency 
to promote pseudoscience" He ii\Oted that much of this iis due llo 

the fact that New Age adherents, creationists, and otherpunrey­
ors of irrationality are usually better at packaging their message 
than are scientists and skeptics" Long represents a good antidote 
to that problem" By one estimate he is the most 
interviewed author in America" He has achieved that. dubious 
status by 1:alkmg rationally about things that real. people are 
interested in, particularly fads and trends in our conspicuous 
consumption" 

He ended his presentaticm as he had begun ii:, with !the 
assertion that the future is often stranger than we imagine it t.o 
be" He suggested that one useful Wol in making predi.cti.ous is 
to employ what he calls "satiric prophecy": 
silliest plausible thing you can imagine" At the dose of a radio 
show, he jokingly predicted !:he rise of backwards jogging as a 
way of exercising unused leg muscles" Several montLhs later he 
cmne across a report of a new fad in Los .Ai-,gelies-"retro 
jogging"" On another occasion, observing the ~·~,,~"·~""' 

programs allowiir1g people to swim wii:h -uc~''"'"""'u' 
tiously predicted a similar program for macho types 
swimming with sharks" Now it has been announced tha~ "Shllirk 
Encounters" will open at Walt Di.sney World next 
Nostradamus, eat your heart out!O 

In the coming months our own resources will be 
test When the CSICOP Annual Conference comes 
ton next March, CS I COP will depend on us i:O provide substan­
tial person-powero Ticket takers, camera and tape operatorn, 
book and t-shirt sellers, and other unsung but utterly necessary 
helpern will be needed" And long before the conference lli-rives 
we need volunteers to help plan and produce moreofthe quality 
public events for which the National Capital Are.a Skeptics is 
becoming Jmowni. 

As announced in the last issue, board member Gru:y Stone is 
organizing our volunteer resources. ff you want to out in 
any way, call Gary at (301) 470-1530, or our new phone 
number. Whatever your skills or interests, we need our mem­
bers to be involved." 

Active skeptics axe the coolest of all! 
-Chip DenmanO 
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,. ...... ...., ......... Member Debates Leading Creationist 

on 
27 to hear a three-hour de-

vice nre:s1dent 
tute for Creation Research 

Gish: "Evolution violates laws 
of " 

of evolution is 
exi;,1anamm of the scientific evidence 

vancement 
National Science 
ences, National Association of~ .. ,.~,_, Teachers and the 
National Science Teachers "''"'\)\..''"u,.,u.J 
take Gish on three 
we were unable to 
hers about the 
camp. 

Max 

foundation on which 
to build one's faith. He said 
that evolution 
based on known facts and 

He then reviewed the con-

dence 
ogy. 

the of 

Since Gish is known for 
his assertion that the evolu-

Max: is a 
foundation for faith." 

his calculator for a 
solution. Gish said 

that he could solve it, but 
would not do so at 
time. Max then offered a 

to 

no transitional forms between invertebrates and or be-
inseets. He asserted that theArche-

a bird and all fossil should be 
and not transitional forms between apes and 

to 



evolutionary history of butterflies, but he added that 
gaps in vvi.H always occunmderany theory, and 
that thi.s cannot. be taken as a refutation theory. 
In response to other arguments made by Gish, he point,ed out 
ithai: fish and insects are among the oldest forms oflife and thaJ 

that the transitional fossil record should be 

'"'"'"'"'"'"' thaitsuch 

found fossil bacterfa. three bilihon years old, they should be able 
to find the transitionali forms he t.o, which 
would be xnuch younger. He then llJTgued that the molecular 

U"'·"·""""""'"' of refai:ed animals (as measured evolu-
showed iha~ very different are equally 

to mean separately created. 
In Max's final he returned to the argu-

1.hat once the process 
under way, the odds complex structures are greatly 
reduced with cumulative seJection. He dosed the 

welL 
Gish's asserted thait are still dogs, fish are still 

aiild fruit fli.es .are stiH fmiJ flies even though have 
w"'""""'" of times more often than larger animals. He 

in his fish don't have ancestors and 

applauded by ilie audience, but, 
there were no questions from the 
Area Skeptics members present 

President Chip Denman and Vice 
President Randy agreed that Max had done ai-i 

outstanding on very short notice, against one of ~he most 
experienced debaters in ti'1e creationist camp. few, if 

an.y, minds were changed in the a11dience, some ofi:he 
listeners wm be motivated ito examixie 1J1e evideiiice for evofo­
tion more nJtither d1an ii:o creaitionisii: 
misinformation. 
Editor's Notes: 

~ responses to the points 
Gish o.nd 01.her creo.tionisls will be covered in o. 

fa less lhan the Ii.me it takes J:o read 
could take the first 

"''""'"'"""''· 1iVhedier you have been 
M"~""'~'"'"~ at the bit ~o 

against the outrageous dalins 
w1:.mdleri1ng what it is thait you 

translate your concerns i.nro 
itiiere's fots ito do: ideas for fotuxe 

·"v.~"'''""' prngranrrn and 
e¥enls in yo1.u m·ea. Lend a h3K!d a~. ]ec-

Rures and seminars. aud 11e1Nspapcr 
articles or record TV and radio programs; to 
keep us all awan~ of local and rmtionali issues. 
There is no limit to the ways you can 

weekend all 
D.C metro 
Annapolis 

can Jl>-G'Ull.J.!.,:; 

or write to him a~ PO Box 153, 
2070L 
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in the 
In mid-October, the Soviet news agency Tass reported a 

UFO visitation in the Russian city of Voronezh, a few hundred 
miles south of Moscow. 

Phil Klass, leading skeptical UFO investigator and NCAS 
member, said the report is "about as credible as much that Tass 
has previously published about non-UFO matters." He sug­
gested that perhaps the USSR, under its new perestroika policy, 
is planning to a new tabloid titled National Pravda 
[Truth} Enquirer. If so he believes the new tabloid win have to 
set higher standards. "Today'sNational Enquirer would never 
have published the recent tales, although perhaps some of its 
second-rate clones have." 

Other skeptical observers noted that the Soviets now appear 
to be having trouble with satellites at home as well as along their 
western border.0 

In this Issue ... 

0 Randi 9S Address. He amazes a full 
house at NIH while describing how he 
exposes faith healers, page L 

0 Penn Teller. The "bad boys of 
magic" entertain and educate NCAS and 
the public at their National Theater show, 
page L 

0 Kirn Long Predicts the Fuhure. (And 
so can you!) Page 3. 

0 Max v. Gish. A :serious debate of crea­
tionism, page 6. 
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